
CARE Minutes 6/3/09 (Group Meeting 2) 
 

 
Attendance:  Amelia Rose, Emily Godfrey, Laura Brion, Bob Vanderslice (DOH), Sandy Brownell 
(EPA), Stephanie Sosa, Antonina Castillo, Manny Lemas, Barbara Morin (DEM), Omar Bah, Liz Stone 
(DEM), Clara Weinstock, Marlon Cifuentes, Glenda Puac, Jose Puac, Greg Gerritt, Angela Ankoma 
(DOH), Steve Fishbach, Juana Gonzalez, Wilson, Elmer, Fernando, Gregorio, J.T. Taylor 
 
Amelia announced that one of our community members lost her home and many possessions in a fire, 
so she is unable to attend the meeting.  We went around and introduced ourselves.  Amelia introduced 
the point of the meeting:  to discuss the CARE Alliance, and introduce the work plan. 
 
Amelia explained briefly that CARE is meant to work as a stakeholder group which will identify the 
sources of pollution in Providence.  We want to work together to identify the main issues that are 
affecting our communities, and figure out a plan we can implement on a City wide level to address the 
problems. 
 
Sandy Brownell gave a small presentation on CARE, and handed out a packet (attached).  Sandy 
stressed that this process is meant to be community driven.  The first goal of level one is to build 
partnership, second goal is to identify the problems, educate ourselves about those issues, and look to 
identify potential solutions.  Implementations of solutions will happen under the Level two grant.  
Sandy gave an example about green jobs.  Sandy explained that the CARE partnership is meant to be 
'robust':  I.e. Include government, community groups, community members, business, etc.  She went 
through the steps of the CARE process with the group.  Sandy stressed that with the CARE grant 
comes a firm commitment from EPA to provide a lot of support, and Sandy will be filling this role for 
the EJ League.  She'll connect us with resources, etc.  Because we've gotten this grant, we could 
potentially tap into $50,000 that would enable a contractor to help us on Brownfields issues.  EPA also 
makes available a good deal of voluntary programs.  Sandy reiterated the inclusion of business as being 
a signature approach of the CARE grant.  She gave the example of recruiting and involving auto body 
shop owners and bringing them into the Alliance.  
 
Amelia thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  She explained that the CARE grant is giving us 
the opportunity to go out and talk to community members, and bring them together for conversations 
about important issues.  She explained that we started this process back in March at our Kick-off 
Meeting where we identified issues that we were concerned about.  The idea of the CARE Alliance is 
to use this as a forum for conversation with both experts and our neighbors about the issues that we 
care about; it's also an action group that will engage others and educate others around these issues; it's 
also a partnership between all these different interests that will come up with and implement changes to 
help address the issues we identify.   
 
Amelia handed out the work plan draft and went through it with the group.  Amelia explained that the 
issues that we identified at our kick of f meeting were very broad, and so our next step is to break those 
issues down and explore their various parts.  To do this we need to continue speaking with community 
members about their experiences within these issues, as well as gathering data.  We think that 
community walking tours to show people the health and environmental problems in their 
neighborhoods so that they can visualize these issues.  We'll also be doing the CEC, and some 
workshops in community groups.  She mentioned bringing in job creation to our problem solving 
efforts.  She also stressed that if an issue comes up over the course of this process that requires 
immediate action, we'll be able to organize around that specific issue immediately.  By the end of the 



process we will rank and prioritize the issues we've identified, and we'll have all the people at the table 
to take action to address those priorities.  That's the purpose behind going through this long process- to 
create ownership over the decision making process.  If we have a good plan, we could potentially get 
more money from EPA. 
 
The future meeting list was handed out, and Amelia stressed that we understand that people will not be 
able to attend every meeting. 
 
Amelia asked for other ideas for actions that we could do as a group.  Laura Brion explained why she 
thought that the idea of doing walking tours is a really good idea.  She believes it's very effective at 
bringing attention to the important issues, and also an enjoyable action for a group to do together.   
 
Bob Vanderslice talked about a survey conducted by Brown's School of Public Health which found that 
there was a lack of recreational facilities convenient to homes.  There should be other information 
DOH can help connect us with.  He suggested that if we do a survey we should be careful to include 
questions to help us identify our community strengths as well as weaknesses.  
 
Marlon Cifuentes asked whether we would be conducting surveys to gather information in specific 
neighborhoods or citywide.  Sandy said that the important thing is request people from Brown to come 
and talk about the way that they conducted their survey so that we can fill the gap, and get in touch 
with a population that Brown didn't reach.  Amelia said that Olneyville was recently surveyed 
regarding concerns, and that we could also use the data that was collected through that survey to help 
inform our conversations.  Clara said that there was another effort to detail the food situation for 
communities which included food audits, surveys, focus groups, etc.  We could work with the centers at 
Brown that have been collecting this data for years.  
 
Amelia asked if we feel like the community feels informed, and Angela made a point that that is 
probably where the disconnect really is- the agencies and organizations have the data, but it doesn't get 
back to the community.  Greg Gerritt said that a focus for the CARE group could be to get the 
information that the specialists have collected back to the communities.   
 
J.T. Taylor from the Hartford Park Residents Association stressed that there are many times that 
researchers gather information for studies but never return any benefits to the community.  Steve 
Fishbach said that there is a lack of awareness and knowledge about the health effects of certain 
pollutants.  Steve gave an example of informing people about the health effects of diesel, and then 
doing an audit to see where the diesel hotspots would be.  J.T. Mentioned the instance of closing the 
festival grounds at Allens Avenue because people became aware of the toxic waste at the site.  She said 
that we need to concentrate on getting the information and awareness out to different cultures.  Steve 
followed up by saying that there are environmental toxins that disproportionately affect certain 
cultures:  many nail salons are operated by asian or hispanic women.  Educating people about what 
some of the specific hazards are in different neighborhoods would help, because he feels that people 
just don't realize the dangers. 
 
Amelia said it seemed from our discussion that we need to concentrate on education and engagement, 
and less on data gathering and surveys.  J.T. Said that she thinks translation is a key part of this effort, 
since there are many language groups that don't have access to the information.  Clara mentioned that 
radio shows would be a good place to campaign and raise awareness about health issues.  Marlon 
agreed that this is a good idea, and said we should also use the press, and do different workshops in the 
communities to reach more people. 



 
Omar said that we need to really concentrate on changing people's attitudes and sensitizing them to the 
ideas.  Amelia agreed that we need to build an understanding of people's cultural perspectives and 
views so that we can approach them.  Greg Gerritt said that people aren't good at assessing risk, and 
they worry more about things that are one in a million possiblities of being a risk, versus something 
that is one in a hundred- so as a group we should help to bring things into perspective for them.  Omar 
emphasized that policy members should also be part of the community that we are educating on these 
issues. 
 
Amelia asked for more ideas, besides media outreach, assessing current data, walking tours, and 
workshops.  Marlon said that doing workshops in people's houses would be an excellent way to educate 
small groups around these issues.  Bob Vanderslice agreed and said that a good example was the peer to 
peer education that they used on Elmwood which really helped.  Antonina Castillo said that people 
from different areas could meet together to discuss their issues and experiences.  J.T. Said that each 
person should go out into their community and organize people, educate them and then make sure they 
identify their council person, etc.  That would allow them to bring in that decision maker whenever 
they need to go over an issue with them. 
 
Manny said that he has an auto body shop, and he acknowledged that many problems exist with these.  
He said that many of the shops are not inspected, and that is because the police don't do their job.  
They're supposed to check far more frequently than they do.  Amelia stressed that Manny is the perfect 
person because he is a peer to auto body shop owners in the city, to do the education and outreach to 
that population, and to lead the outreach.  Manny said that many times the owners throw things out that 
they should recycle, etc.   
 
Omar added that we cannot just give the responsibility to one party- we need to address the many 
different parties that are involved in the issues.  Community members need to be more vigilant, owners 
need to be more responsible, etc. 
 
Antonina said that if Manny went around and did some education with other auto body shop owners, 
that would be the first step towards helping to fix the environment.  Manny stressed that the police are 
very compliant, and make little effort to stem corruption or bad practices. 
 
Marlon said that in Olneyville could organize a group of other organizations there to do a big outreach 
and education forum.   
 
Greg Gerritt and Antonina Castillo said they were both interested in doing walking tours. 
 
Manny said that many people in the community don't know who ONA is, even though they've been in 
the community for many years.  Amelia expanded on that, saying that we will ensure that all of the 
community groups will be invited to be involved with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Amelia said that from here, the two next steps should be to set two task forces to organize walking 
tours and community forums (education efforts). 
 
Walking tours:  Omar, Greg, Manny, Gregorio, Elmer, Clara, Wilson, Marlon, Antonina, Fernando, 
Glenda, Jose, Laura, Sandy, Angie 
 
 
Community forum:  Steve, Barabara, Liz, Marlon, Glenda, Jose, Antonina, Juana, Wilson, Gregorio, 
Elmer, Manny, Sandy, Angie 
 
 
Amelia said she'll be in touch with these two groups about organizing these initiatives. 
We'll have our next full group meeting in July, and the task forces can report back about the progress 
made around our two initiatives.   
 
J.T. Said that this summer there are lots of neighborhood lunches (replacement for the school lunch 
program during summer) which are good places to hand out flyers and advertise about our events, 
forums, etc.  She said that Laundromats are good places as well.   


